


1st Generation
When thematic philately progressed in its early childhood around the 1920s, 
we saw the first generation of thematic collections presented in pre-printed 
stamp albums, generally covering a topic like animals, history, etc.



2nd Generation

Topical philately entered
international stamp
exhibitions in the 1950s,
and the 2nd generation of
thematic collections were
presented in exhibits, still
covering a general topic,
but now the exhibitors
made their own page
layout and wrote texts
relating to the stamps
which were displayed on
the pages.



3rd Generation

Topical philately took a huge
step – became thematic
philately - when the philatelic
material was mixed – not only
using stamps to illustrate the
topic;

Different types of cancellations,
postal stationery, stamp
booklets and covers were
presented in thematic exhibits.

Also, the complementary texts
began to be more related to the
specific items’ illustrations,
which we in today’s thematic
philately call the “dialogue”.

I use to say that these thematic
exhibits belong to the third
generation.



Generation 3.5

Generation 3.5 of thematic
exhibits were the first ones to
reach Large Golds and Golds in
thematic class internationally.

The variety of the philatelic
material in these exhibits was
improved, and thematic
philately reached for the first
time a status among the
philatelic audience, when they
actually could see “real
philately” in the thematic class,

Complementary philatelic texts
stating what actually was
displayed in philatelic means
was added too.



4th Generation
Thematic philately was drawn to its 4th generation with Damian Läge’s
exhibit about “Australasian Birdlife”. Through Damian’s exhibit and the
followers … we - the active generation of today’s thematic exhibitors - all
have been inspired to develop or own thematic collecting (exhibiting).



Medal

Generation progress / Award progress

Score
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Material

Material progress / Award progress

Score

3

3,5
4



Which way 
did we take?



Thematic Philately Commission
The Thematic Philately Commision has been very active to distribute
knowledge and experience through public thematic seminars and
presentations all over the world, and now the fourth generation of
thematic exhibits has become an “international” norm, or at least what
most of us are aiming for.



The challenge for Thematic Philately in today’s context

The wrong picture of the 
Thematic Philately Class



BASED ON THE MATERIAL
The selection is based on THEMATIC criteria as well as on PHILATELIC criteria.

Thematic Philately
of the 4th generation
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The “constitution” of Thematic Philately



Rate

(Philatelic) “importance” in the selection of material



Marking

(Philatelic) “importance” in the selection of material



Route

(Philatelic) “importance” in the selection of material



Postal 
Conditions

(Philatelic) “importance” in the selection of material



Postal 
regulations

(Philatelic) “importance” in the selection of material
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My own progress as thematic collector



Today’s Seminar
I would like to give a interpretation of what a 4th generation’s thematic
exhibit is.

I will use my own thematic exhibit:

BULGARIA 2009 90 points GOLD + Felicitations for “Originality”
ANTVERP 2010 92 points GOLD

(Still on 5 frames)



Regulations

Guidelines

Jurors knowledge 
and experiences

Exhibitors 
interpretations

Exhibitors 
interpretations

Jurors knowledge 
and experiences

According to my experience, it’s a fact …



Regulations

Guidelines

Jurors knowledge
and experiences

Exhibitors
interpretations

Exhibitors
interpretations

Jurors knowledge
and experiences

Room for …

According to my experience, it’s a fact …



Regulations

Guidelines

Jurors knowledge
and experiences

Exhibitors
interpretations

Exhibitors
interpretations

Jurors knowledge
and experiences

… creativity
… mistakes
… development

According to my experience, it’s a fact …



Today’s Seminar

Referring to the judging criterion used when evaluating thematic exhibits
in conjunction with jury work:

“concept (=plan) and development”
“knowledge”
“condition and rarity”
“presentation”



Understanding the different  
judging criteria is the factors 

for success in all classes



Today’s Seminar

Focus on

”Thematic
aspects”

Focus on

”See the big
picture”

Focus on

”Philatelic
aspects”



The thematic rules and factors for success

As for all F.I.P. classes, the definition of general rules for competitive
exhibits refers to the F.I.P. General Regulations for the Evaluation of
Exhibits (GREV).

For each class exists rules according to the class’s peculiarities, which
means that for the thematic class it refers to Special Regulations for
Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at F.I.P. exhibitions (SREV).

Attached to the SREV is the Guidelines for the evaluation of the
exhibits of thematic philately. The guidelines have no additional rules,
they intend only to clarify the regulations and to give further guidance
referring to the regulations.

Regulations

Guidelines



”Only five rules”
The Thematic Commission tries to address that there are only five rules in 
the thematic class:

The concept shown by the exhibit
The exhibit shall show a clear concept of the subject treated, meaning that the title must
describe the content of the exhibit. The concept shall be laid out in an introductory statement,
which must be written in one of the F.I.P. official languages.

The selection of material must be based on philatelic qualification
The exhibit shall consist solely of relevant philatelic material supporting the thematic
documentation and text (supporting the concept).

The selection of material must be based on thematic qualification
The philatelic material selected must be fully consistent with the subject chosen and ensure
continuity and understanding of the thematic subject and illustrate the relevant aspects of
knowledge. It is also important that the selection of material should show the appreciation of
the exhibitor as to what is available in the context of the exhibited subject.

The selection of material must be based on philatelic range and quality
The selection of material should include the fullest range of relevant philatelic material of the
highest available quality.

The presentation of the exhibit
The presentation and the accompanying text of the exhibit should be simple, tasteful and well
balanced. The presentation must also add information to that provided by the material and
show the level of understanding of the subject and the relevant research by the exhibitor.



The first factor for success: “Developing the concept”

TITLE
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Story
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© Damian Läge



“My concept” – The Plan

15 
points



“My concept” – The Plan



“My concept” – The Plan is developed …



Development (… treatment in other classes)



Development (… treatment in other classes)

15 
points



The second factor for success: “The material”

The second to the fourth rule in the thematic class refers to “the material”,
which when it is selected must be based on philatelic and thematic
qualifications.

With “philatelic qualification” means, referring to the “Special
Regulations for Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at F.I.P. exhibitions”
(SREV):

3.1 APPROPRIATE PHILATELIC MATERIAL

3.1.1. A thematic exhibit uses the widest range of appropriate postal-
philatelic material (ref. GREV Art 3.2).

3.1.2. Each item must be connected to the chosen theme and present its
thematic information in the clearest and most effective way.



The second factor for success: “The material”

With “thematic qualification” means, referring to the “Special
Regulations for Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at F.I.P. exhibitions”
(SREV):

3.3 QUALIFICATION OF PHILATELIC MATERIAL

The connection between the philatelic material and the theme must be
clearly demonstrated, when it is not obvious.

15 
points

15 
points+



The second factor for success: “The material”

With “philatelic range and quality” means, referring to the “Special
Regulations for Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at F.I.P. exhibitions”
(SREV):

4.3 Condition and Rarity

The criteria of "Condition and Rarity" require an evaluation of the quality
of the displayed material considering the standard of the material that
exists for the chosen subject, the rarity and the relative difficulty of
acquisition of the selected material.

10 
points

20 
points+



The second factor for success: “The material”



The second factor for success: “The material”



The second factor for success: “The material”



The third factor for success: “The presentation”

Once again I refer to the “Special Regulations for Evaluation of Thematic 
Exhibits at F.I.P. exhibitions” (SREV). About the presentation of the 
exhibit is stated:

4.4 Presentation

The criterion of "Presentation” requires an evaluation of the clarity of 
display, the text as well as the overall aesthetic balance of the exhibit.



The third factor for success: “The presentation”
Why I use the A3 page format

• The larger page size makes it possible to show large-sized philatelic items

• Since my exhibit contains a lot of large-sized philatelic items, I use one 
uniform size for all pages

• The larger page size, in general, makes me able to be more creative when 
I write up the dialogue on each page

• The larger page size makes me able to show more items on each page, i.e. 
by applying my personal design when ”over-lapping” the items

• The larger pages design an overall layout which looks better and more 
personal in my opinion



The third factor for success: “The presentation”

5 
points



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class
When the thematic regulations were changed in the year 2000, a new
criterion was added, called “innovation”, giving a maximum of 5 points.

The “innovation” criterion is only in use for the thematic class and the
“Special Regulations for Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at F.I.P.
exhibitions” (SREV) says about it:

3.2.3 Innovation

Innovation is shown by the
· introduction of new themes, or
· new aspects of an established or known theme, or
· new approaches for known themes, or
· new application of material.

5 
points



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class



“Innovation”
– the exclusive judging criterion in the thematic class



Summary

Treatment 35
Title and Plan 15
Development 15
Innovation 5

Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 30
Thematic 15
Philatelic 15

Condition and Rarity 30
Condition 10
Rarity 20

Presentation 5

Total 100



• A convincing concept is an essential component
for guiding the exhibitor and the onlooker

• Top exhibitors identify presentation as a
component of treatment

• Top exhibitors refer to items, when they speak of
importance

• Some evaluation criteria have the purpose of
awarding outstanding aspects of the exhibit
(innovation, research, importance)

Conclusions


